Effectiveness of urban community volunteers in directly observed treatment of tuberculosis patients: a field report from Haryana, North India.
A tuberculosis (TB) unit covering a population of 600000 in Gurgaon District of Haryana State, India, where the DOTS-based RNTCP has been implemented since April 2000. Treatment success rate, as recorded in the TB register, of new sputum smear-positive patients receiving directly observed treatment (DOT) from community volunteers was comparable with that of patients receiving DOT from government health workers (78% vs. 77%). The proportion of patients with community volunteers increased significantly with time (13% in 2000 to 25% in 2002), even in the absence of financial incentives. In this model of community volunteer involvement in an urban TB control programme, the primary responsibility for returning late patients to treatment was with the staff of the District TB Centre.